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University of Minnesota, Morris Mission
The University of Minnesota, Morris (UMM) provides a rigorous undergraduate liberal arts education, preparing its
students to be global citizens who value and pursue intellectual growth, civic engagement, intercultural competence, and
environmental stewardship. As a public land grant institution, UMM is a center for education, culture, and research for the
region, nation, and world. UMM is committed to outstanding teaching, dynamic learning, innovative faculty and student
scholarship and creative activity, and public outreach. Our residential academic setting fosters collaboration, diversity, and
a deep sense of community.

Profile, a project of the Office of External Relations,
funded in part by the University of Minnesota,
Morris Alumni Association and the Office of the
Chancellor, is published twice per year by the
Office of University Relations. Alternative formats
are available upon request.
Update your address at
alumni.morris.umn.edu/stay-connected
320-589-6066
alumni@morris.umn.edu

The University of Minnesota is committed to the policy that all persons shall have equal access to its programs, facilities,
and employment without regard to race, color, creed, religion, national origin, sex, age, marital status, disability, public
assistance status, veteran status, or sexual orientation.
Profile Mission
Profile connects alumni and friends of the University of Minnesota, Morris with informative, engaging, and enjoyable stories
about campus life and beyond that reflect the value and success of the liberal arts education model, enabling our audience
to act as proud advocates of the institution they know and love.

In February Julie Pelletier (center), associate professor at the University of Winnipeg
and acting executive director of the Global College Human Rights Program, returned to
campus to deliver the 2017 Wilbert H. Ahern Distinguished Lecture. A founding faculty
member of Morris’s American Indian studies program, Pelletier is joined here by current
American Indian studies faculty members Associate Professor Becca Gercken (left) and
Assistant Professor Kevin Whalen ’08 (right).

The University of Minnesota Foundation is a
501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization soliciting taxdeductible private contributions for the University
of Minnesota. Financial and other information about
University of Minnesota Foundation’s purpose,
programs, and activities may be obtained by
contacting the Chief Financial Officer at 200 Oak
Street SE, Suite 500, Minneapolis, MN 55455 (612)
624-3333, or for residents of the following states,
as stated below. Maryland: For the cost of postage
and copying, from the Secretary of State. Michigan:
MICS No. 50198. New Jersey: INFORMATION
FILED WITH THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
CONCERNING THIS CHARITABLE SOLICITATION
AND THE PERCENTAGE OF CONTRIBUTIONS
RECEIVED BY THE CHARITY DURING THE LAST
REPORTING PERIOD THAT WERE DEDICATED TO
THE CHARITABLE PURPOSE MAY BE OBTAINED
FROM THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE STATE
OF NEW JERSEY BY CALLING (973) 504-6215
AND IS AVAILABLE ON THE INTERNET AT www.
njconsumeraffairs.gov/charity. New York: Upon
request, from the Attorney General Charities
Bureau, 120 Broadway, New York, NY 10271.
Pennsylvania: The official registration and financial
information of University of Minnesota Foundation
may be obtained from the Pennsylvania
Department of State by calling toll-free, within
Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999. Virginia: From
the State Office of Consumer Affairs in the
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Affairs,
P.O. Box 1163, Richmond, VA 23218. Washington:
From the Secretary of State at 1-800-332-4483.
The registration required by the state charitable
solicitation act is on file with the Secretary of State’s
office. West Virginia: West Virginia residents may
obtain a summary of the registration and financial
documents from the Secretary of State, State
Capitol, Charleston, WV 25305. CONTRIBUTIONS
ARE DEDUCTIBLE FOR FEDERAL INCOME
TAX PURPOSES IN ACCORDANCE WITH
APPLICABLE LAW. REGISTRATION IN A STATE
DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL,
OR RECOMMENDATION OF UNIVERSITY OF
MINNESOTA FOUNDATION BY THE STATE.

giving news

MORRISONS CELEBRATE A DIAMOND DAY

Friends of the University Edward J. and Helen Jane Morrison celebrated their 75th wedding anniversary in September. The Morrisons
played an integral role in the creation and growth of the Morris campus. Edward passed away in January. Turn to page 29 for more on his
life and legacy.

STUDENTS SHARE THEIR “ATTITUDE OF GRATITUDE”
In September students gathered to celebrate their scholarship awards and to share their “Attitude of Gratitude.” Thank you, from all of
us at the University of Minnesota, Morris, for providing these talented young people extraordinary educational experiences.
Winter/Spring 2017 Profile
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giving news

FROM THE KINDNESS OF THEIR HEARTS
A Gift from the Gendler Family Supports Learning and Campus Life
Inspired by Morris’s commitment to American Indian
students, Gershon “Gus” and Betty Gendler recently gave the
campus an extensive collection of contemporary Native American
artwork. Comprised primarily of pottery and kachinas, their
generous gift supports student learning and enriches campus
cultural life and beauty.
A mechanical and electrical consulting engineer who has
worked with architect Frank Lloyd Wright, Gendler (Marin Co.
Government Center) first became interested in Native cultures,
particularly those of the Southwest, when he attended meetings in
Indian Country for his membership in the Solar Energy Society
of Arizona and New Mexico. His collection began with a single
kachina, and over time he and Betty—a registered nurse and retired
academic—acquired an array of pieces along with stories from each
of the artists they met. With lifetimes of adventures under their
belts, they recently downsized and sought a new home for their
prized possessions; after careful consideration they contacted
Associate Professor of English and American Indian Studies Becca
Gercken, and the rest is history.
“[Morris] has got a talented class,” says Gendler. He hopes
his gift will help Morris students better understand and appreciate
Native art and cultures.
The collection soon will be displayed on campus; faculty
members from the Anthropology, History, American Indian
Studies, Art, and Art History Disciplines have expressed interest
in working with it, and it has inspired talk of a new class as well.
Students will even be able to work collaboratively with their
2

instructors to catalog the collection, gaining practical experience
for museum and archival work, in addition to admiring its
aesthetic value.
It is particularly appropriate that the Gendler collection made
its way to Morris. The campus was first home to an American
Indian boarding school, and in 1909 the United States Congress
deeded the campus to the state of Minnesota with the stipulation
that American Indian students be admitted “free of charge for
tuition”—a policy proudly honored today. American Indian
students comprise more than 18 percent of Morris’s student body
and graduate above state and national averages. Morris also is the
only university in the upper Midwest qualifying for designation as
a Native American Serving Non-Tribal Institution. The Gendlers’
gift, then, according to Chief Development Officer Susan
Schmidgall, “is a perfect fit.”

The Gendler’s collection ranges from
contemporary kachinas to pottery.

University of Minnesota, Morris

giving news

THE IMPACT OF UNIQUE GIFTS ON CAMPUS
Noted author, educator, museum
consultant, and Morris’s first Native
American graduate Paulette Fairbanks
Molin, PhD ’66 recently donated a
collection of scholarly materials that
represent the scope of her work. A member
of the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe from
the White Earth Reservation, Molin was
motivated by a desire to help others know
North America’s complex Indian history.

Not all gifts come in monetary form. Some come to Morris as
art collections, events hosted, and scholarly manuscripts.
No matter their shape or size, these gifts enrich every area
of campus life. Here are some examples of unique gifts the
campus has received.
INSPIRING SCHOLARSHIP
Chinese theater books and manuscripts from the Raymond
J. Lammers Collection—Dolores Lammers
CD collection—Michael Davis
Books, articles, research, and scholarship materials—
Paulette Fairbanks Molin ’66, PhD
“The collection will greatly enhance our Native American
holdings. It represents a variety of topics—from children’s
literature to history, culture, sociology, and education—that
reflect Dr. Molin’s expertise and respected scholarship.”
—LeAnn Dean,
Rodney A. Briggs Library director
PROVIDING LIFE-CHANGING EXPERIENCES
Collection of art, artifacts, and books from Ethiopia—
Gary Eidsvold
Art collection of original work and work by former faculty
Fred Peterson and Lois Hodgell—Gloria Koehl ’68

Gary Eidsvold donated a collection of Ethiopian artifacts to
campus. Tsegereda Lamesgin ’17, Sioux Falls, South Dakota,
shown above with part of the collection, is working with Assistant
Professor of History and African and Black American Studies
Elliot James to catalog the collection.

“Having art around our campus communicates some of
Morris’s core values better than words. We are teaching our
students that the life of the mind is worth pursuing, and
the mind is nourished by books, music, and works of art.”
E. Dennis ’69 and Susan Guter
Zahrbock ’71 have hosted Morris alumni
events at their homes in California and
Wisconsin, giving area alumni a place to
gather and recall Morris memories.

—Pieranna Garavaso,
chair of the division of the humanities
ENCOURAGING CONNECTIONS AND OUTREACH
Hosting alumni events—
E. Dennis ’69 and Susan Guter Zahrbock ’71

GIVING TO MORRIS

“The Zahrbocks’ generosity has strengthened the alumni
network. Their willingness to host alumni events expands
our reach across the United States, and we are ever
grateful.”
—Erin Christensen ’05,
director of alumni relations and annual giving

In partnership with the University of Minnesota Foundation, gifts
designated to Morris are received by and invested in the Morris
campus. The Foundation serves as the legal, charitable entity for the
University system.
Susan Schmidgall
chief development officer
320-589-6160
sschmidg@morris.umn.edu
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development officer
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campus news

CAMPUS ACCOLADES
U.S. News and World Report
• A “Top Public Liberal Arts College”
for the 18th consecutive year
• Also listed on “A-Plus School for
B Students,” “Most International
Students,” and “High School
Counselor Rankings for liberal arts
colleges”
Washington Monthly
• #114 among national liberal arts
colleges
• #141 “Best Bang for the BuckMidwest” schools
Sierra Club
• A Top-30 “Cool School” for
sustainability initiatives
• Ranked 1st in the state and 28th in
the nation
MONEY
• One of the 10 most-improved
colleges of 2016
• Jumped from #566 (2015)
to #232 (2016)
Kiplinger
• One of “300 Best College Values
of 2017”
• #87 best value in public colleges
for in-state students
• #41 for out-of-state students
• #164 among all colleges
Military Friendly Schools®
• 6th consecutive year
Colleges of Distinction
• One of four Minnesota schools—
and the state’s only public
institution—included

Keynote speaker Greg Page, former CEO of Cargill, sits down with former
Minnesota Public Radio host Gary Eichten to answer questions, and Governor
Dayton greets the audience at the Summit in Morris.

GOVERNOR DAYTON HOSTS
TOWN HALL WATER SUMMIT
In January Minnesota Governor Mark Dayton hosted his Town Hall Water Summit
at the University of Minnesota, Morris. The Summit brought more than 400 local
government leaders, farmers, students, environmental groups, and businesses to
Edson Auditorium to focus on water challenges and solutions in Greater Minnesota.
Hundreds more Minnesotans across the state joined the conversation remotely.

TEACHER EDUCATION PROGRAM
NATIONALLY ACCREDITED
Morris’s Teacher Education Program (UMM TEP) recently received accreditation
for seven years under the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education
(NCATE) standards. NCATE’s performance-based accreditation system for teacher
preparation ensures teacher candidates are prepared to make a difference in P–12
student learning. NCATE reviewers noted UMM TEP’s success in providing multiple
opportunities and well organized field experiences that allow teacher candidates
to gain or enhance the necessary knowledge, skills, and dispositions needed for
beginning professionals in the teaching field.

MORRIS PREMIERES VISITING
JAZZ ARTIST PROGRAM
This fall the Music Discipline premiered its Visiting Jazz Artist (VJA) Program.
New this year, the program regularly brings to campus some of the most prestigious
jazz musicians in the northern Midwest for interactive performances, masterclasses
and clinics, and individual and group lessons. This year the VJA program welcomes
pianist Bryan Nichols, bassist Chris Bates, and drummer JT Bates: all regulars in the
Minneapolis music scene.

PRESIDENT
KALER VISITS
CAMPUS

Forbes
• One of “America’s Top Colleges”
Fiske Guide to Colleges

University of Minnesota President
Eric W. Kaler traveled to Morris in
February. President Kaler met with
campus and community constituents
during his visit.

• One of the “best and most
interesting” schools in the US,
Canada, and Great Britain
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campus news

The University community and external stakeholders gathered to recognize students, faculty, and staff doing the work of equity
and diversity at the ninth annual Equity and Diversity Breakfast. Front Row: Erin Christensen ’05, director of alumni relations
and annual giving; Chancellor Jacqueline R. Johnson; Nicole Palmer ’17, New Ulm, SEED Award recipient; Sheila Williams
Ridge ’96; Amy Coria ’18, Chicago, Illinois, SEED Award recipient; Hilda Ladner, assistant vice chancellor for student affairs
and chief diversity officer. Back Row: Larry Traversie ’00; Dennis Gimmestad ’73; Chris Dallager ’83; Adam Torkelson ’08;
Mohammed Farah ’13, student personnel coordinator; Ryan Fair ’01.

CORIA ’18 AND PALMER ’17 RECEIVE 2016 SEED AWARDS
Two Morris students received the 2016 Scholarly Excellence in Equity and Diversity (SEED) Award: Amy Coria ’18, Chicago, Illinois,
and Nicole Palmer ’17, New Ulm. Sponsored by the Office for Equity and Diversity, the system-wide award honors and acknowledges
diverse students doing outstanding work across the University of Minnesota, both in and out of the classroom. Coria and Palmer received
their awards at the ninth annual Equity and Diversity Breakfast, where Palmer—who also received the President’s SEED Award for
Outstanding Academic Achievement—was the student speaker.

CAMPUS-COMMUNITY
PARTNERSHIP
MODELS SUSTAINABLE
INNOVATION
This fall the campus earned a host of sustainability
accomplishments: the result of efforts by the Office of
Sustainability and the Center for Small Towns to grow a
collaborative initiative with community partners called the
Morris Model. According to Sustainability Director Troy
Goodnough, the Morris Model is “a community effort to
work toward building out more energy conservation, clean
energy, cultural exchange, community resilience, and
celebration.” He and the rest of the Morris Model team—
made up of students, staff, administrators, and community
partners—have built shared language and initiatives
around Morris’s aspirations in these areas. The result is
a comprehensive campus-community partnership that
demonstrates the campus mission and puts Morris on the
map as a model for sustainable innovation.

The Morris Model Team is made up of students, staff, administrators
and community members. Pictured above are, left to right:
Sustainability Director Troy Goodnough; Sydney Bauer ’19, Jordan;
Maeve Maron ’17, Duluth; Haley Gill ’17, Anchorage, Alaska;
Mckenzie Dice ’19, Woodstock, Illinois; Matt Ebaugh ’17, Avon;
Sophie Bishop ’17, Zimmerman; Center for Small Towns Program
Coordinator Kelly Asche; Alexa Barta ’18, New Prague; Katie
Ledermann ’17, Mahtomedi.

Winter/Spring 2017 Profile
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As the leaves began
to turn, alumni
returned to campus
for Homecoming 2016.
This year’s celebration
included alumni award
celebrations, athletic
events, and reunions
galore—take a look!
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Distinguished Alumni Award and Cougar Hall of Fame Recipients
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University of Minnesota, Morris

campus news

Celebrating a Decade of Sustainability Progress at Morris

ENJOY MORE PHOTOS ONLINE, AND SAVE THE DATE FOR

HOMECOMING 2017: SEPTEMBER 30!

alumni.morris.umn.edu

Winter/Spring 2017 Profile
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LEARNING ABOUT OUR MORRIS PEOPLE

FACULTY: SHERI BREEN

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF POLITICAL SCIENCE
NUMBER OF YEARS TAUGHT ON CAMPUS:
10
SIGNATURE ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENTS:
TEACHING: integration of extended role-playing simulations
into political theory courses
RESEARCH: project on the privatization of food and crop
seeds, addressing a historic shift toward intellectual property
rights that has deep implications for traditional knowledge,
seed sovereignty, and food justice.
FAVORITE MORRIS MEMORY:
Watching students’ facial expressions change and their
backs straighten and their voices strengthen as they see the
connections between political ideas and concepts and the
turmoil of everyday life that is going on around us, as they
see that our diverging beliefs about how we define “liberty”
and “equality” and “public good” are always right there,
under the surface of our ideological conflicts, and that now
they have a way to critically address them. Then I walk out
of class and say to myself, “I still can’t believe I get paid for
having this much fun!”
WHAT’S THE BIGGEST QUESTION YOU WANT TO ANSWER?
How can we protect and respect the traditional understanding of food and crop seeds as a shared source of community
wealth when our political, legal, and economic structures have shifted radically to national and international structures of
plant genetic resources as privatized intellectual property?

ALUMNI: KIRK ROVANG ’79

PETROLEUM EXPLORATION MANAGER, EASTERN HEMISPHERE NOBLE ENERGY INC,
HOUSTON, TEXAS
MOST MEMORABLE AREAS OF INVOLVEMENT ON CAMPUS:
geology teaching assistant and Beta Sigma Psi Fraternity
FAVORITE MORRIS MEMORY:
driving bus for the public school district
HOW DID YOUR TIME AT MORRIS PREPARE YOU FOR LIFE AFTER COLLEGE?
It was the educational experience necessary to achieve a master of science in geology and chemistry and launch a very
successful career in the oil and gas industry. I have traveled and worked around the world with only two oil and gas
exploration companies in 35 years—pretty rare given the tumultuous commodity business of oil and gas.
8
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STUDENTS:
SARA CARMAN ’20, LUTSEN

MAJOR: COMMUNICATION, MEDIA, AND RHETORIC
AREAS OF INVOLVEMENT ON CAMPUS:
Intramural Doubles Sand Volleyball, Morris Campus
Student Assembly (First-Year Committee, Academic
Affairs Committee, Unity Subcommittee), Model United
Nations, Academic Center for Enrichment
FAVORITE MORRIS MEMORY:
first walk out to the turbines
HOW ARE YOU MAKING THE MOST OF YOUR
MORRIS EXPERIENCE?
I’m doing my best to be active on campus so
I can experience things I wasn’t exposed to in
high school. It’s a really fun way to meet a lot of
awesome people and learn a lot about Morris. I’m
also looking into double majoring.
As a dedicated
student who hopes
to participate in the
Honors Program,
Carman spends a lot
of time studying.

STAFF: LISA HARRIS

DIRECTOR, FACILITIES MANAGEMENT
NUMBER OF YEARS WORKED
ON CAMPUS:
12
PROUDEST PROFESSIONAL
ACHIEVEMENT:
work to make Morris a
zero-waste campus
FAVORITE MORRIS MEMORY:
fall 2012 staff kickball game

A quick look around the office lets you
know that these coworkers keep their
work environment upbeat!

WHAT INSPIRES YOU TO COME TO WORK EVERY MORNING?
My staff and coworkers inspire me to walk through
these doors each and every day. They bring positive
attitudes, hard work ethics, and sassy senses of humor
to our workplace. Together we’re providing great customer
service and supporting students in their academic endeavors.

Winter/Spring 2017 Profile
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PLACEMAKER
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University of Minnesota, Morris

“I am thrilled that we are able to
attract a leader of Michelle’s caliber.
Michelle’s broad experience in
the liberal arts, deep commitment
to students, and engagement
in the broader higher education
community make her an ideal
person to lead the Morris campus.”
—University of Minnesota
President Eric Kaler

As a geographer, Chancellor Michelle Behr understands
“the importance of place in the life of an institution.”
Fitting, then, that she would be chosen to lead a campus
community that believes “where we are makes us who we
are.” Drawn to Morris by its distinctive public liberal arts
mission, Chancellor Behr is ready to champion—and build
on—the residential undergraduate experience and mandate
of access for which the campus is renowned.
“It is a great privilege to have been selected as Morris’s next
chancellor,” says Behr. “I am committed to its mission as
a public liberal arts college, and as I immerse myself in
the campus and its culture, I expect my passion for the
university will only deepen.”
After completing an intentional and thorough search
process, Chancellor Behr became Morris’s sixth—and
second female—chief executive in February. She succeeds
Jacqueline R. Johnson, who retired in 2017 after more than
10 years as Morris’s chancellor.

MORRIS’S NEW CHANCELLOR, MICHELLE BEHR, PLANS
TO BUILD ON THE CAMPUS’S CULTURE AND STRENGTHS

Winter/Spring 2017 Profile
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In terms of expertise, Chancellor Behr is well suited to lead
Morris, a self-professed “public-private.” With more than
30 years’ experience in higher education, Behr (a three-time
Fulbright Scholar) has “held virtually every position within
academic affairs at both public and private universities”
and brings with her a wealth of experience in strategic
planning, academic visioning, program development,
budget management, campus internationalization, and
faculty advocacy. Her experience, she writes, “ensures
that as chancellor [she] will bring to Morris an informed
understanding of how healthy institutions thrive.”

“I am excited to
collaborate with
the university
community and
friends to further
the great work
already taking
place at Morris and
together ensure a
vibrant future for

Looking forward, Behr wants “to attend to Morris and its
future with a keen understanding of the evolving higher
education landscape.” She has identified student access
and success as chief priorities; she also recognizes the
fundamental role external constituencies will play in
securing the campus’s long-term sustainability and looks
forward to working with these groups.
“I am excited to collaborate with the university community
and friends to further the great work already taking place at
Morris and together ensure a vibrant future for the campus.”
According to Chancellor Behr, Morris’s dedicated faculty,
committed students, and shared vision provide “a solid
foundation from which to build.” Primed to capitalize on
these assets and possibilities, she is ready to get to work.

the campus.”

12
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A DISTINGUISHED CAREER
1975 Behr graduates with honors
from University of California,
Santa Cruz with an AB in
anthropology
1979 Earns MA in anthropology
from Arizona State University
1985 Earns PhD in geography
from Arizona State University
1985 Joins the faculty at Northern
Illinois University
1988 Joins the faculty at New
Mexico State University
1989 Becomes education curator
and curator at Las Cruces
Museum of Natural History
1996 Named facilitator for outcomes
assessment at Western New
Mexico University
2002 Becomes chair of the
Department of Social Sciences at
Western New Mexico University
2005 Selected for the American
Council on Education
Fellows Program

2006 Becomes associate provost for
academic initiatives at Western
New Mexico University
2007 Named assistant director of the
Western Association of Schools
and Colleges Accrediting
Commission for Senior Colleges
and Universities
2008 Serves as visiting scholar in the
Center for Studies in Higher
Education at the University of
California, Berkeley
2009 Named associate dean of the
College of Humanities and
Social Sciences at the University
of Northern Colorado
2012 Becomes acting dean of the
College of Humanities and
Social Sciences at the University
of Northern Colorado
2014 Becomes provost, senior vice
president of academic affairs,
and dean of the college at
Birmingham-Southern College
2017 Becomes chancellor of the
University of Minnesota, Morris

A STRONG FIRST IMPRESSION
“I am definitely looking forward to
working with Michelle Behr, our next
chancellor, to strengthen what we do
at Morris.”
—Peh Ng, chair of the division of
science and mathematics and of the
chancellor search committee
“I was immediately impressed with her
energy, enthusiasm, and interest for
what students are involved in and
working on here at the Morris campus.
She seems like a great fit for the
University of Minnesota, Morris, and
we are very excited to begin working
with her!”
—Morris Campus Student Association
President Katie Ledermann ’17,
Mahtomedi
“Michelle brings values and experience
that reflect the curiosity, openness,
and dedication of our campus. I look
forward to working with her and the
UMM Alumni Association to keep
Morris thriving well into the future.”
—Dan Moore ’07, UMM Alumni
Association immediate past president

Winter/Spring 2017 Profile
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MORRIS ON THE MOVE:
ON THE ROAD WITH ALUMNI RELATIONS
Wondering what a travel week looks like for the Office of Alumni Relations and Annual Giving?
Take a look at what goes on behind the scenes of Morris on the Move events.
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 13 • IN ARIZONA!

Senior Director of External
Relations Carla Riley ’85 and
Director of Alumni Relations
and Annual Giving Erin
Christensen ’05 meet with
WCSA alumni Ted Storck ’54
and WCSA Alumni Association
President Tom Payne ’60
in Mesa.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16
MIDWINTER EVENT IN MINNEAPOLIS

Erin grabs dinner with Gary
McGrath ’68, Kitty McGrath,
and Development
Officer Bill
Robb in
Gilbert.

261

ALUMNI LIVE
IN ARIZONA

Even when they’re going to an
evening event, Alumni Relations
staff have plenty to finish in
the office! Executive Office
and Administrative Specialist
Kait McBrady ’13 updates the
database before leaving for
Midwinter.
Erin and Beverly grab
some giveaways for
Midwinter guests
before heading out.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14 • IN ARIZONA!
The team hits
the road! Next
stop: Day Block
Brewing Company
in downtown
Minneapolis.

Erin chats with Cassandra
and Reginald Hamilton ’90
at a Morris on the Move
event in Phoenix.

It’s not all fun and
games on the road!
After dinner it’s back
to the hotel to catch
up on emails.

Before guests arrive Beverly
prepares the welcome
table at Day Block.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15 • BACK TO MINNESOTA
Principal Office and Administrative
Specialist Beverly Metzger takes
last-minute RSVPs for Thursday’s
Midwinter event, while Erin travels
back from Arizona.

Erin puts her time on
the plane to good use
and proofs this issue of
Profile during her flight.

Erin poses for
a group photo
with the UMMAA
board of directors
at Midwinter. For
more photos of the
event see page 22!
That same night the dedicated team returns to Morris.
What a week!

Make sure your mailing and email addresses are up-to-date to hear about the next event in your area!
alumni.morris.umn.edu/stay-connected
14
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THE BIG PICTURE: THEN AND NOW
Originally belonging to the late Jim Gremmels, this atom sculpture
found a new home on campus when it was donated to Morris by
Gremmels’s son Paul ’05 in 2016. The piece was created in 1972.
But by whom?
“My dad said he traded the guy an old canoe for the piece,” says Paul.
Can you help identify the artist?
Let us know: lamberjj@morris.umn.edu, 320-589-6386.

Winter/Spring 2017 Profile
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BUILDING BRIDGES

Offering a wide range of services and ties to everyone and everything Morris, the Office of Alumni Relations and Annual Giving
is the gateway to your campus experience after graduation. Together with the UMM Alumni Association, the office is hard at work
keeping you connected to your beloved alma mater.

20,000+

ALUMNI

MORRIS ALUMNI ARE GLOBAL CITIZENS WHO VALUE AND PURSUE
INTELLECTUAL GROWTH, CIVIC ENGAGEMENT,
INTERCULTURAL COMPETENCE,
AND ENVIRONMENTAL
STEWARDSHIP.

WHERE CAN MORRIS
ALUMNI BE FOUND?

LIVING IN ALL 50 STATES
AND AROUND
THE WORLD

TOP ALUMN

EDUC

97%

of alumni are
proud to be Morris alums.

The maroon on the
map shows concentrations
of alumni living in each state.
The darker the maroon, the
more of us live there!

WHERE ARE YOU?
SUBMIT A CLASS NOTE
TO UPDATE YOUR FRIENDS!
SEE PAGE 28

AND THE OFFICE OF ALUMNI RELATIONS AN
D ANNU
The University of Minnesota, Morris Alumni
AL GIV
ING
Association (UMMAA) is a non-dues-paying organization
that keeps alumni connected, informed, and in-touch.
The Office of Alumni Relations and Annual Giving
provides the services and information you need to
grow in your relationship with Morris.

12 + 3 = 105
ALUMNI
BOARD
MEMBERS

STAFF
MEMBERS

YEARS
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LOWEST DEBT LOAD
Morris students graduate
with lower student loan
debt than most University
of Minnesota students.

om LinkedIn

ITTER
TAGRAM
APCHAT

MMorris

A SENSE OF COMMUNITY
After leaving Morris, chances are you still feel
a kinship with this place. Any time
you meet a Morris person,
it’s like a visit home.

70+

U of M DEGREE

The University of Minnesota name carries clout
worldwide, but you also get some concrete benefits:
• access to the U of M career/internship database
GoldPASS at goldpass.umn.edu
• free membership in UMN Advocates, the
University's legislative action network,
keeps you in the know on what's
happening at the capitol and
how it affects your
alma mater.
• university-wide alumni
events give you a
wider network

VOLUNTEER
MORRIS ALUMS HELPED
INTERVIEW PROSPECTIVE
STUDENTS AT COMMUNITY
OF SCHOLARS THIS YEAR

Volunteers can help Morris in many ways!
alumni.morris.umn.edu/volunteer-your-talents

NOMINATE SOMEONE FOR
THE DISTINGUISHED
ALUMNI AWARD
Nominations are accepted
throughout the year, so you
can nominate a deserving
alum at any time!

alumni.morris.umn.edu/award

MUNITY &
SERVICES

ALES

Both alumni and current students value the close
connections with faculty and the small class sizes
Morris offers. A study discussed in Inside Higher Ed
in January 2016 notes that personal interaction with
faculty increases the likelihood of being seen as a
leader by 30–100% and the likelihood of being a
person who contributes to society by 26–66%.

CONTRIBUTE TO SCHOLARSHIPS
Yearly in-state tuition is $11,896 • 93% of students qualify for financial aid

1/4
the tuition of
Minnesota’s
most costly
private school

UMM ALUMNI ASSOCIATION SCHOLARSHIP
• funded through alumni annual giving
• fund was created in 2002
• 160 scholarships have been awarded
• recipients selected on the basis of academic merit

UMM

FLICKR

flickr.com/photos/
ummorris

UMM

YOUTUBE

youtube.com/ummorris

UMM

UMM
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scholarships at Morris
are funded through
private donations.

morris.umn.edu/givetomorris

SHARE YOUR MORRIS STORY
Help get out the good word about Morris! Do you know
students who would love Morris? Tell them your story,
and send them our way! When alumni recommend
students, their application fees can be waived.

admissions.morris.umn.edu/alumnireferral
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AMY DOLL-WOHLERS ’90, PRESIDENT
OF THE UMM ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
As the incoming president of the
alumni association I have the opportunity
to share some remarks with alumni. I don’t
generally have a problem finding words. My
problem is usually in limiting my words. As
Mark Twain would say, “I didn’t have time
to write a short letter, so I wrote a long one
instead.”
I can’t help but wonder what Mr. Twain
would think of our world today. Our goal
no longer is to be concise. Instead, we
abbreviate groups of words or replace them
with pictures; punctuation and proper
grammar are irrelevant. As we tweet, email,
and text more often, we seem to be conversing less. So perhaps brevity is not so
important. Perhaps the better goal is to learn how to interact with each other.
My goal over the next year is to find and engage with more Morris
alumni. I challenge you to do the same. When you are standing in line at the
supermarket or waiting to enter a movie, ask the person behind you, “Have
you ever been to the campus in Morris?” Sitting next to someone at a sporting
event? Visiting with a coworker? Inquire. Then share your story. I think you—
and I—may be surprised and impressed by how many alumni, or friends of
alumni, or employees of alumni we can find. And as Mr. Twain noted, we shall
“make special effort to stop communicating with each other, so we can have
some conversation.”

UPCOMING ALUMNI EVENTS
April 7–8

UMM Jazz Festival

May 13

54th Commencement
UMMAA Board Meeting

May 18

Morris at the Saints Events
Saint Paul

June 15–16

Class of 1967 50-Year Reunion

July 14

Cougar Alumni Golf Classic
Morris

August 1–9

Minnesota Summer Road Trip
with Chancellor Behr

Sept. 30–Oct. 1 Homecoming 2017
For the most current event information,
visit alumni.morris.umn.edu/opportunities-connect.
Events take place on campus unless otherwise noted.
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UMMAA BOARD OF
DIRECTORS
Erika Bailey-Johnson ’99
Gina Brunko-Marquez ’94
Jon Dalager ’79
Amy Doll-Wohlers ’90, president
Randy Koopman ’78
Beverly Maloney Harren ’66
Dillon McBrady ’13, second vice president
Dan Moore ’07, immediate past president
Elizabeth Thoma Torkelson ’11
Larry Traversie ’00, first vice president
Ryan Vettleson ’98
Susan Von Mosch ’78

OFFICE OF ALUMNI
RELATIONS AND
ANNUAL GIVING
Erin Schellin Christensen ’05
director of alumni relations and annual giving
Kaitlyn Slieter McBrady ’13
executive office and administrative specialist
Beverly Metzger
principal office and administrative specialist

alumni@morris.umn.edu
320-589-6066
alumni.morris.umn.edu

ONLINE ALUMNI
NETWORKING
OPPORTUNITIES
LinkedIn

Connect with other alums in the workforce,
find a Morris alum who is perfect to fill a
position or one who wants to hire you!

1,611 members!

Morris Connect
Our exclusive online networking tool offers
participating alumni and students the
ability to connect 24/7/365.
alumni.morris.umn.edu/morris-network

1,130 participating alumni!
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LOOK
WHO’S
BACK!

Director of Intercollegiate Athletics Jason Herbers, Darrell Kluck ’73, Ron Larson ’72, and
Warrenn Anderson ’73, with Head Football Coach Rob Cushman

Professor of Geology Keith
Brugger with Latterell
Visiting Alumnus Kurt
Refsnider, PhD ’04

Associate Professor of
Biology Tracey Anderson
with Anders Oredson ’03

Assistant Professor of
Biology Rachel Johnson
with Lea Jacobsen Lakes ’10

Seth Elsen ’13 and Naomi
Wente ’13

Monica Rin ’14

Emily Schulz and George
Duckwitz ’79

Troy Seppelt ’96 and Emily
Seppelt

Amber Bohmer ’14 and
Raven

Veronica K. Kepner ’01
and Valerie K. Kepner ’96

Steve Lang ’89

Rick ’82 and Nancy Kjar
Atkinson ’82

Steve Quiggle ’79

Greg Martig ’93, Max Martig, and
Stacy Rust Martig ’93

Caitlin Siefkes
Jungbluth ‘08

Bernie and Becky
Kampa Rasmussen ’91 Mark ’79 and Susan Kraft

Julie Jensen
Dana L. Kauffman ’94 Aeikens ’84

Maria Hoffman Rotz ’96 and family

Steve Peterson ’86

Patrick Mahoney ’08 with Associate
Athletic Director Matt Johnson ’03

Professor Jim Togeas; Chancellor Jacqueline R. Johnson; Brooke Taylor ’20, Lake
Benton; Randy Koopman ’78; Director of Alumni Relations and Annual Giving Erin
Schellin Christensen ’05; Chief Development Officer Susan Schmidgall; Senior
Director of External Relations Carla Riley ’85
Winter/Spring 2017 Profile

19

university of minnesota, morris alumni association

ALUMNI IN THE ARCHIVES

For the second consecutive year a group of dedicated
alums helped assess, organize, and describe the archival
materials held in Rodney A. Briggs Library.
Left: Associate Professor of History Steve
Gross with Dennis Gimmestad ’73, Susan Von
Mosch ’78, Dawn Benson ’77, Beverly Maloney
Harren ’66, Tom Harren ’67, and Library
Director LeAnn Dean.

UMMAA ICE CREAM SOCIAL

Incoming students enjoyed ice cream on the mall in August, courtesy of the UMMAA.
Helping with the event were, above, left to right: Amy Doll-Wohlers ’90, then first
vice president of the UMMAA; Kaitlyn Slieter McBrady ’13, Alumni Relations
staff; Dillon McBrady ’13, UMMAA board member; Erin Schellin Christensen ’05,
director of alumni relations and annual giving; Beverly Metzger, Alumni Relations
staff; Dan Moore ’07, then president of the UMMAA; and Logan Bender ’16.

GOPHER PREGAME EVENT

MN SPARKS:
FERGUS FALLS

Alumni got ready to cheer
on the Gophers with The
Honorable Thomas J.
Anderson, University of
Minnesota Board of Regents;
Chancellor Jacqueline
R. Johnson; Director of
Intercollegiate Athletics Jason
Herbers; and Cougar Football
Head Coach Robert Cushman
in September.
Top: Eunice and Bob Lange ’72, Nancy and Burke Kiger ’73.
Above right: Michael ’97 and Sarah Larsen ’01, Lily and Tommy.
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Arne Kildegaard, professor of
economics and management
and chair of the division of
social science, discussed his
work at a system-wide greater
Minnesota UMAA outreach
event in September.
Above: Les WCSA ’59 and
Bette Bensch.
Left: Kildegaard speaks to
the group.
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PRAIRIE GATE LITERARY FESTIVAL

Literary enthusiasts and alumni attended Morris’s annual literary festival in October.
Above: Author John Jodzio reads from one of his short stories. At right: Aaron
King ’09 and Joshua Johnson ’10, teaching specialist in English, discuss their part
in literary community Hazel & Wren.

UMM PAINT NIGHT PARTY

Friends got in touch with their creative sides and turned out festive works of art on campus in November. Art Bar 39 artists Janessa
Grossman ’13 and Leanne Larson ’12, shown above, led the group in making Minnesota-themed paintings.

MEN’S BASKETBALL REUNION

Former teammates returned to cheer on the Cougars in January.

SENIOR BANQUET
Graduating seniors prepared to join
the alumni family at a special dinner
held in their honor at the end of the
fall semester, thanks to the UMMAA.

It was a very Morris moment,
as all the seniors ditched their
bags in the hall, leaving them
unattended during the festivities.

Top: Crystal ’07 and Brendan McNally ’07 with their future
Cougars.
Above: John VanKempen ’89, Coach Paul Grove, Evan Reller ’14,
Brodie Raymond ’15, Brendon Foss ’14, Adam Girtman ’05,
Brendan McNally ’07, James Carr ’07. Not pictured: Charles
Grussing ’75.
Winter/Spring 2017 Profile
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ALUMNI ADMISSIONS VOLUNTEER DAYS

Alumni welcomed prospective students to campus during Morris’s annual competitivescholarship event in December and February.

MORRIS ON THE MOVE TO PHOENIX

Alumni and friends got together for lunch and socializing at the Phoenix City Grille in February.

MIDWINTER

Alumni enjoyed a couple of cold ones and welcomed
Chancellor Michelle Behr at Day Block Brewing Company
in February.
22

Above: Joan Stavenger Sethney ’68,
Gary Sethney ’69
Above left: Delores Huebner ’65,
Ron Meiss ’69, Gary McGrath ’68,
Kitty McGrath, Larry Schmitt, Pam
Berg Schmitt ’69

Top: Lisa Rieke-Zollner ’88, Peggy Lahammer ’88, Renae Steiner ’88,
and Maureen Donlin ’86.
Above: Nancy Kjar Atkinson ’82, Rick Atkinson ’82, Nile Fellows ’75,
Steve Heiskary ’75, and Margaret Heiskary.
Left: Chancellor Behr chats with a guest.
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In Memoriam
Nathaniel Hart, professor emeritus of English

Class of ’65
Ken and Kathy Kollodge ’67 celebrated their
50th wedding anniversary. They eloped on June
18, 1966, two years after meeting in Henry
Parker’s humanities class at Morris in 1964.

Bly Muriel Jallo ’71
Darlene Olen ’71
Marvel Avis Wagner ’72,
Minority Student Program secretary 1978–1990
John Hanson ’73
Roger Hahn ’79
Jane Jost ’84
Michael Maddox ’95
Mollie Jo Poehlman Roediger ’00
Ahlica Rae McClellan ’03

Class of ’68
Judy Riesenberg has completed her 24th year as a financial advisor for
Waddell & Reed Financial Services in Great Falls, Massachusetts. In
addition to this work, she volunteers as a court-appointed special advocate
guardian ad litem for abused/neglected children. Riesenberg has five
children, six grandchildren, and one great-grandchild. She regularly travels
to see her children in Canada, Arizona, and Massachusetts.
Class of ’73
Judy Wartman Blair writes, “We’re grandparents! Granddaughter Josie
arrived April 25, 2016, in Del Mar, California, weighing in at a whopping
nine pounds, seven ounces.”

Alumni Relations: Christensen ’76 and
Benson ’75 Reconnect and Find Love
Like many alumni, Paul Christensen ’76 and Donna Benson ’75 found love
as students at Morris. But after more than 40 years (and 1,300 miles) apart, it
took a little nudge from the Office of Alumni Relations and Annual Giving to
bring them back together—this time for life.
For Paul and Donna, the journey to happily ever after was a bit
unconventional: it began with a chance midnight rendezvous followed by years
and miles of separation, a reunion brought about by fate, and a wedding at the
place where it all began. They first met as freshmen at Morris in 1972. After
spending time with one another via mutual friends in Independence Hall, they officially got together in the spring of 1973 after
an unexpected kiss at the top of the stairs at the “Groovy Lodge.” As Paul tells it, he immediately “was smitten.” The two dated
for several months, parted ways that summer, and went on with their separate lives.
“I’d think of Donna every once in awhile, but we each had our own lives,” says Paul.
That all changed last December. After just having “had one of those feelings,” Paul got the urge to find out where and how
Donna was. He reached out to Director of Alumni Relations and Annual Giving Erin Christensen ’05, who agreed to forward a
letter to Donna on his behalf. Paul “made a couple drafts, put it in the mail, and left it in God’s hands.” The rest, as they say, is
history.
Since they connected over the phone shortly after Donna received Paul’s letter, they “haven’t missed a day” with one
another. The miles and years that separated them fell away, and over time their long-distance phone conversations turned to
in-person visits (Donna was living in Minnesota, Paul in Idaho) and finally, to an on-campus wedding.
Donna suggested they marry at Morris, since that was where their story
began, but also because Erin had been instrumental in bringing the two back
together.
“It just seemed like the logical place to be,” says Donna. “For Erin to help
as she did: it was a small act for her, but huge for us. It had big consequences.”
“It was something I’d be happy to do for anyone,” says Erin. “Now, having
connected with Paul and Donna and participated in their wedding, just across
from my office door, it came full circle.”
After saying “I do” in a sweet and simple ceremony in the campus Welcome
Center, Paul and Donna now are looking forward to the next chapter in their
love story: finally being with the one they love. As Paul put it the day before the
ceremony, “it just feels good to be honest about our feelings and to be together.”
Winter/Spring 2017 Profile
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Mark Kraft ’79 joined fellow Beta Sigma Psi alumni for their 14th consecutive Beta Sig golf reunion, always held at the Cannon
Falls Golf Club. Pictured: Top row from left: Nile Fellows ’75, Everett Lien ’73, Kraft, Bill Neuenfeldt ’80, John Habedank ’79,
Randy Nelson ’85, Lloyd Nelson ’80. Bottom row from left: Steve Heiskary ’75, Eric Larson ’82, Rick Reed ’80, Mick
Thorsland ’70, Dave Peterson ’75, Tom Larson ’80, Ricky Reed. Not pictured: Todd Lundquist ’77.
Robert Olyphant is retired and living in Melbourne, Florida.
He has a strong interest in the Earth’s environmental future and
is “very proud of [his] alma mater for its leadership role in clean
and sustainable energy.” He writes of “great memories of [his]
attendance at UMM and all of [his] wonderful professors!”
Class of ’75
Steve Heiskary retired in July 2016 from the Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency after 38 years. During those years he worked
on a variety of water-related issues and traveled to China as part
of United States Environmental Protection Agency - China
environmental partnership effort. Heiskary writes that he looks
forward to traveling and doing other outdoor activities in his
retirement.
Class of ’78
Tim Esterling was featured in the latest installment of the
National Propane Gas Association (NPGA) Board of Directors’
“Board-Libs.” Esterling is chairing the NPGA Conventions
Committee. He is responsible for trade show management at
Westmor Industries and is chairman of the organization.
Monica Wilmes Wepking and her husband, Jeff, welcomed two
grandchildren this year. Maverick was born in February to daughter
Jenn Doeden and her husband, Marshall. Nora was born in August
to son Jon Wepking and wife Jamie. Wepking works for the South
Dakota Department of Labor and Regulation.
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Class of ’80
Michael Schumacher (Shoey) was inducted into the Minnesota
State Fastpitch Softball Coaches Hall of Fame on June 12.
Schumacher also received the Softball Coaches Lifetime
Achievement Award, presented by the Minnesota Minute Men
Association, at Target Center on June 26.
Class of ’81
Debra Petersen is the recipient of the third annual University of
St. Thomas College of Arts and Sciences Curricular Innovation
in Sustainability Award for her integration of sustainability/
environmental issues into her communication and journalism
courses at UST.
Class of ’85
Jackie Anderson Walter received the Outstanding Service to Pine
Island award. This spring she completed her 18th year of teaching
at Pine Island Elementary School. This fall she will begin a new
adventure as the school’s instructional coach.
Class of ’86
Todd Walter completed a doctor of anesthesia practice degree from
University of Michigan–Flint. Walter currently is an anesthetist at
Mayo Clinic Health System in Cannon Falls.

University of Minnesota, Morris
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Class of ’89
Steve Lang, Alpine, Texas, welcomed the arrival of his grandson,
Michael Stephen Vogel, on July 16, 2016. Proud parents are Alexis
Lang Vogel ’06 and Misha Vogel. Michael also was welcomed by his
older sister, Aria. Lang continues to work as director of news and
publications at Sul Ross State University, Alpine.
Class of ’91
Michael J. Weatherly received the Legacy Arts and Cultural
Heritage Grant for Upcoming Arts Events, which permits him to
“research and create a series of eight large-scale lino wood cuts”
for his solo exhibit at the Prairie Renaissance Cultural Center. In
addition to preparing his exhibit at Morris and Kaddatz Galleries
in Fergus Falls in 2017, Weatherly was appointed lead artist for two
children’s workshops.
Class of ’92
Nancy Jost was recently appointed by Minnesota Governor Dayton
to the Early Learning Council. She will serve as its chair. The
council makes recommendations to the Governor and Legislature
to ensure all children arrive at kindergarten school-ready.

Class of ’93
Stuart Farm writes, “I am looking forward to a good school year at
UND in Grand Forks and am excited for the opportunity to work
with many math students!”
Class of ’94
Melissa Gruys was appointed as the new dean of the Richard
T. Doermer School of Business at Indiana University–Purdue
University Fort Wayne on July 1, 2016. Gruys earned a BA in
management, economics, and communication from Morris and
a PhD in human resources and industrial relations from the
University of Minnesota-Twin Cities.
Class of ’95
Ben Winchester presented “Rewriting the Rural Narrative” at the
Arizona MinneCollege on February 25, 2017. He also presented
last fall at a University of Minnesota Alumni Association MN
Sparks event in Saint Cloud.

Three in Three: Morris Teaching Alumni Are Consecutive ISD 200
Teachers of the Year
Morris education alumni have swept Hastings
Public Schools’ Teacher of the Year awards for
three consecutive years. The latest in a long
line of honors for Morris’s education alumni,
their successes affirm the strength of the Morris
Teacher Education Program (UMM TEP).
Each year the Hastings district names an
outstanding educator Teacher of the Year. Since
2014 those educators have been middle-school
teacher Sara Bremer ’07 (2014), high-school
teacher Kari Jaeger ’98 (2015), and elementary
teacher Tom Brenny ’97 (2016). Their selection
comes as no surprise to Professor and Chair of
Left to right: Brenny, Jaeger, and Bremer
the Division of Education Gwen Rudney, given
the comprehensive, rigorous nature of UMM
TEP. Having read thousands of application portfolios as chair of the Minnesota Teacher of the Year program, Rudney is a
veritable expert on the award and what it means for Morris alumni to earn it.
“Morris teacher education graduates in both elementary and secondary programs complete a challenging program that
prepares them for excellence in teaching, and student learning—for all students in all places—is the heart of our teacher
education programs,” she says. “I am thrilled Morris graduates have received this recognition.”
Rudney isn’t alone in recognizing UMM TEP’s role in preparing education students to be outstanding educators. Teachers
of the Year Bremer, Jaeger, and Brenny also believe Morris teacher training prepared them for entrance into and later success
and relevance in the field of education.
“The people who are attracted to Morris are sent out into the world qualified and have the tools necessary to become
successful in the work world. I had the opportunity to be in small classes and actually ask questions about what was going on in
classrooms to better myself for my future career,” says Bremer.
“Because I was taught, supported, and encouraged by professors (not teaching assistants), I entered the teaching profession
confident in my subject matter” adds Jaeger. “I would choose Morris again, and I recommend Morris to my students.”
Brenny, too, “graduated from Morris with all the tools necessary to be an effective teacher” and adds, “There have been
many trends and buzzwords in education during my time as a teacher, but core teachings from Morris have stuck with me and
have proven to transcend trends.”
Winter/Spring 2017 Profile
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Isaiah Brokenleg ’05 was united
in marriage to McHale Davis
on July 9, 2016. Alumni and
faculty attended, including
Kiel Harell ’06, assistant
professor and elementary
education coordinator; Sara
Lam ’03, elementary education
instructor and Global Student
Teaching coordinator; and
Peh Ng, professor and chair
of the division of science and
mathematics.
Class of ’96
Troy Seppelt finished a doctoral degree in higher education
leadership in July and continues in his role as dean of students at
the University of Wisconsin–Stevens Point. His wife, Heidi Berg
Seppelt ’94, took a position as a treatment foster care licensing &
training specialist in June 2015 with SaintA, a nonprofit human
service agency. Their three children, Emily (16), Max (14), and
Sophie (11) “remain amazing.”

Class of ’08
Alyssa Kuglin writes: “While I didn’t actually graduate from
UMM, Morris will forever hold a special place in my heart. Since
leaving I finally graduated with a degree in communications and
writing from Metropolitan State University in 2015, and around
the same time I started working for Hennepin County Library as a
library services specialist. My niece, Noelle, was born in May 2016,
so I’ve also been loving my new role as Auntie.”

Class of ’03
Peter Barrett was promoted to the rank of major on November 1,
2016. He and his wife and two children are stationed at Edwards
Air Force Base in California.

Nate Swanson is now a compliance and legal services manager at
Select Comfort Corporation in Plymouth.

Tom Kowalski ’07 and Jen Greenwell Kowalski ’09 visited
campus in August with daughter Scarlett ’37. The two welcomed
their second daughter, Antonine, in February.
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Members of the Class
of 2009 Adam Yust,
Rachel Olm, Marcus
Grubbs, and Sara
Russell gathered for a
mini-Morris reunion
in 2016.

class notes

Megan Hill Welle ’11 and husband Reggie Welle welcomed their
daughter, Lucy Ann Welle, on August 18, 2016. Big brother
Liam is enjoying his new little sister.

LeAnn Dean stopped by the Library of Congress while she was
in DC and met up with Morris alumni and friends. Front row:
Britta Buchanan ’15, Dean, Elizabeth Thoma Torkelson ’11,
June Kuoch ’18. Back row: Brian Williams ’97, Tamir
Elnabarawy ’14, Holly Gruntner ’13, Gabby Crain ’16,
Bridget Peterson ’19

Class of ’09
Elijah Mayfield was named to the Forbes “30 Under 30 in
Education.” Mayfield’s goal is to improve students’ writing skills
“using machine learning, language processing, and intelligent
tutoring algorithms.”

Class of ’13
Laura Anne Hunt discussed her work in a graduate program in
international sustainable tourism as well as her career goals with
Morris students last fall. Hunt is in residence in Turrialba, Costa
Rica, as part of her graduate program.

Class of ’12
Todd Gramenz leads Black Lives Matter St. Paul. In an interview
with KSTP News, Gramenz said he was “inspired” by Dr. Martin
Luther King’s “I Have a Dream” speech to become an activist
at age 17.

Class of ’14
Aubrey Thyen and Dallas Coleman are pleased to announce
their engagement! They plan to get married in spring of 2018.

Abbie MacMillan Gaffaney ’12 and Kyle Gaffaney ’12 were married on July 23, 2016, in Maple Grove. Many alumni attended the
wedding. Pictured: Kris Peterson ’12, Mike McGill ’12, Lizzie Gelderman ’14, Matt Peterson ’10, Paul Baglio ’12, Andrea
Kinney ’12, Ian Olson ’11, Thomas Roloff ’12, Nikki Larkin ’11, Gaby Roloff ’12, Emily Spofford ’14, Jake Robinson ’13,
De Ricci ’11, Hannah Schubloom ’12, Shelby Spry ’14, Margaret Miller ’15, Hunter Baldry ’12, Becky Wilson ’12, Ralph Wright ’12,
Jake Kelly ’12, Trevor Prinsen ’12, Ben Baglio ’14, Ray Gildow ’71, Sayge Wooldridge ’16, Emma MacMillan ’12, Erik Peterson ’15,
Britta Haseman ’14, Steve Kvam ’13, Nathan Haseman ’11, Elsa Van Gorp ’12, Kelsey Heisler ’14, Michelle Hentges ’12, Mark
Mielke ’12, Nik Randall ’10, Tamara Perrotte ’10, John Hammer ’12, David Thompson ’12, Scott Barta ’10, Ted Gray ’12, and Nick
Perrotte ’14.
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Seth Elsen ’13 and Maddie Moyer ’13 married in Poulsbo,
Washington, on July 16, 2016, with many alumni in attendance:
Sam Moyer ’15, Allyson Obernolte ’13, Holly Gruntner ’13,
Daniel Rodriguez ’15, Amelia Carlson ’15, Ben Osman ’14, and
Chris Thompson ’12.

Sustainability alumni Kyle Klausing ’15, Sam Daniewicz ’16,
Jordan Wente ’15, Danielle Brown ’14, and Natalie Hoidal ’15
joined Director of Sustainability Troy Goodnough, Katy
Evenson ’17, Saint Joseph, and Marcy Prince ’17, Madison,
Wisconsin, at Goodnough’s home over winter break.

Send us your Class Notes. Please include high resolution photos!
Office of Alumni Relations and Annual Giving, Welcome Center
600 E 4th St, Morris, MN 56267

alumni@morris.umn.edu or alumni.morris.umn.edu/submit-class-note
Next Class Notes Deadline: May 20, 2017

2016 PUBLICATIONS

BY MORRIS AUTHORS AND EDITORS
Nancy Kjar Atkinson ’82
INCREDIBLE STORIES FROM SPACE:
A Behind-the- Scenes Look at the Missions
Changing Our View of the Cosmos
(Page Street Publishing, 2016)
Cyrus Bina, distinguished research professor
of economics
Mossadegh, Nationalization of Oil and
the Cost of Iran’s Sovereignty.
(ProcessGroup, 2016)

Seung-Ho Joo, professor of political science
with Tae-Hwan Kwak
One Korea: Visions of Korean Unification
(Routledge, 2016)

Athena Kildegaard, teaching specialist in English
Ventriloquy
(Tinderbox Editions, 2016)

Michael Lackey, Distinguished McKnight University
Professor of English
The American Biographical Novel
(Bloomsbury, 2016)
Biofictional Histories, Mutations and Forms
(Routledge, 2016)
Daniel Leske ’73
The Joy of Heaven 4: Onward They Flew
(Advantage Books, 2016)

Lisa Phipps ’92,
Racing the Flame
(Halo Publishing, 2016)

Kevin Whalen ’08, assistant professor of American
Indian studies and history
Native Students at Work: American Indian
Labor and Sherman Institute’s Outing
Program, 1900-1945
(University of Washington Press, 2016)
Simon Zeller ’65
Think About This
(2016)

HAVE YOU PUBLISHED A BOOK RECENTLY?
LET US KNOW: urel@morris.umn.edu
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Above left: Morrison, at the far left, helps to break ground for Clayton A. Gay Hall in 1964.
Left: Barbara McGinnis and Morrison present Cathy Christenson with the Edna Murphy
Morrison Award in 1966. Above: the Morrisons at the opening of the renovated Edward J. and
Helen Jane Morrison Gallery in 2013.

FOUNDING FATHER: IN MEMORY OF EDWARD J. MORRISON
Newspaper publisher, hotel investor, community leader,
and friend of the University, Edward J. Morrison passed away on
January 4, 2017, at the age of 96. Morrison is remembered for his
unparalleled service to both the Morris campus and community.
Morrison and his wife, Helen Jane, were leaders in the
community effort to establish the Morris campus during the
1950s. In the early years Ed provided leadership to the operation
of the school and Helen Jane provided the inspiration and energy
for the first concert series at Morris…a tradition that has grown
into the highly reputed Performing Arts Series. The late John
Imholte—Morris’s longest-serving chancellor—once said they were
“synonymous with the birth and growth of UMM.” As a result,
Morrison was honored with the Distinguished Services Award,
presented by the UMM Alumni Association, in 1980.

In the years since Morris’s founding Morrison and his wife
have provided extensive support for a variety of campus causes,
and their generosity has funded scholarships for more than 160
students to date. They have been members of the University of
Minnesota Presidents Club since 1982; their most recent gift was
to the renovation and endowment of the Edward J. and Helen Jane
Morrison Gallery.
Morrison is survived by his wife; his son and daughter-in-law,
James and Elizabeth Martin Morrison ’75; his grandson, James E.
Morrison; and two brothers-in-law, Robert (Harriet) Stevenson
and David (Susan) Stevenson. He was preceded in death by his
parents and one brother, John Morrison.

Left: Hart teaching
in the early years at
Morris, and, near
left, at his retirement
in 2001.

“MY SUN SETS TO RISE AGAIN”: IN MEMORY OF NATHANIEL HART
Nathaniel Hart, professor emeritus and early faculty member
at Morris, died peacefully on January 16 at the age of 86. Born in
Brooklyn, New York, Hart centered his life on his love of English
literature and in service to the principles of the academy.
Hart earned a BA in English from Tulane University and an
MA in English from the University of Connecticut. He enlisted in
the Army, serving in Germany and, with an honorable discharge,
matriculated to the University of Minnesota, earning his PhD
in 1968. Hart joined the faculty in the second year of Morris’s
founding and remained there until his retirement in 2001. His
years at Morris included teaching as well as service as coordinator
of College Writing and the English Discipline, chair of the
Division of the Humanities, and director of the Faculty Center for
Learning and Teaching.
Hart’s specialty was Victorian literature, but he read widely. He
was an early champion of expanding the literary canon to include
voices outside the mainstream perspective, and he was active in

efforts to increase diversity and multiculturalism, both on campus
and in the classroom. Hart also played an important role in easing
tensions on campus following the ‘Halloween Incident’ of 1993
and chaired the Chancellor’s ad-hoc committee responding to
this incident.
In retirement Hart became deeply involved in environmental
issues, working tirelessly to protect and restore the environment.
He gave papers at the Association for the Study of Literature and
Environment and wrote a column for the Morris newspaper titled
“On this Earth.” He also wrote letters to Congress and spoke out
at public hearings in Oregon.
Hart was preceded in death by his mother and father and his
sister Natalie Lipkin-Amir. He is survived by his partner, Vicki
Graham; his sister Fran Tiger; brother Harold Hart; and his
children, John, Thomas, Marya, Naomi, Agnes, Natalie, David,
and Joseph; as well as numerous grand- and great-grandchildren.

Winter/Spring 2017 Profile

29

cougar news

CROSS COUNTRY

WOMEN
For the second straight year the women’s cross country team
took second place at the UMAC Cross Country Championships.
Three Cougars placed in the top 10 to aide the team’s runnerup finish. Elisabeth Anderson ’18, Bloomer, Wisconsin—who
was the Cougars’ top runner all season—came in fourth place at
the championships to earn First Team All-Conference honors.
Hannah Goemann ’18, Wells, also claimed First Team status with a
seventh-place running. Katherine Novak ’19, Champlin, came in
10th to earn a Second Team All-Conference nod.

MEN
For the men, Chalmer Combellick ’17, Chokio, helped the
Cougars to a third-place running at the UMAC Championships
with his third straight runner-up finish to earn First Team AllConference status. Tyler Sassenberg ’19, Winthrop, earned a spot
on the conference’s Second Team with his ninth-place finish. The
squad earned a first-place team showing at the season-opening
Cobber Invite in Moorhead, where Combellick claimed the top
spot that later earned him UMAC Runner of the Week honors.

Join the Cougar Athletic Association!

The Cougar Athletic Association—which premiered this fall—provides high-quality opportunities,
equipment, and facilities for the nearly 400 student-athletes and 19 athletic teams at Morris.
“It is time to build for the future. Please support the newly founded Cougar Athletic
Association to help provide the best for current and future Cougar student-athletes
and coaches as they compete to restore ‘COUGAR PRIDE’ for all Morris students,
fans, and alums.”

—Ron Larson ’72, head basketball coach at Anoka-Ramsey Community College

“Joining the Cougar Athletic Association was an opportunity for me to get
reconnected to Cougar Athletics. By joining the CAA, other former Cougars and
I can help to provide the support needed to ensure positive experiences for all
Cougar student athletes.”

—Darrel Kluck ’73, retired assistant principal, Eau Claire North High School

To get involved or learn more contact
Jason Herbers, director of intercollegiate
athletics, at 320-589-6425.
morriscougars.com
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FOOTBALL
The Cougar football team recorded its first winning season since 2012—
and its first undefeated home season in more than 30 years—with a 6–4
mark that included a perfect 5–0 record at home. Kicker John Hoff ’19,
Falls Church, Virginia, was named UMAC Special Teams Player of the
Year after connecting on 11 of 15 field goals and all 28 of his extra point
attempts. Wide receiver Evan Guffey ’17, Nicollet, earned First Team AllConference recognition after posting career-high numbers in receptions
(49), receiving yards (655), and total touchdowns (14). Defensively, the
Cougars were led by UMAC Second Team All-Conference performers
Colin Everson ’17, Grand Marais; Clayton Douvier ’17, Sauk Rapids; and
Chandler Erickson ’17, Chokio. Everson led the team in sacks (9.5) and
in tackles for loss (15.5). Douvier notched 54 tackles before suffering a
season-ending knee injury in the Homecoming win over Martin Luther.
Erickson led all Cougars with seven interceptions.

GOLF

MEN
Kyle Och ’19, Sartell, held a share of the lead after the first two
rounds at the UMAC Golf Championships before finishing with
a third-place showing of 232 to earn All-Conference honors. In
the season-opening Southwest Invite, Och took medalist honors
as the Cougars won the triangular by four strokes.

WOMEN
Three women golfers earned UMAC All-Conference honors
as the Cougars finished in second place at the UMAC Golf
Championships. Kelsey Wattenhofer ’18, Litchfield, placed
fourth at the Championships and had the second-lowest
per-round average of all UMAC golfers during the season.
Katelyn Foster ’18, Osakis, finished in seventh place at the
Championships, and Allison Bot ’20, Minneota, earned AllConference nods with a great all-around season that included
medalist honors at the NCU Invitational.
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SOCCER

WOMEN
After finishing third in the UMAC regular season, the women’s soccer team won two UMAC
postseason games on the road to qualify for the program’s first NCAA Tournament. The
Cougars defeated St. Scholastica in the semifinals in Duluth on penalty kicks, then shutout
Northland 2–0 in Ashland, Wisconsin, to claim the UMAC postseason crown. Standing
strong in the net all season was goalkeeper Torri Jordan ’17, Fort Atkinson, Wisconsin. The
UMAC Defensive Player of the Year stopped all 29 shots she faced in the UMAC Tournament.
Offensively, the Cougars were led by Molly Hancuh ’18, Shoreview, and Yu Ito ’19, Tokyo,
Japan, both of whom earned UMAC First Team status. Hancuh led the conference in points
with 41 and was second in goals with 18. Ito was eighth in the UMAC in points with 20.
MEN
The Cougar men missed out on the postseason after finishing with a 3–5 UMAC record
and 4–13 mark overall. In net goalkeeper Cody Christ ’18, Elk River, recorded two shutouts
to help him earn UMAC Second-Team status. Joining him on the Second Team was defender
Lucas Bonkrude ’18, Saint Cloud. Joshua Bartels ’18, Glenwood, earned Honorable
Mention recognition and a National Soccer Coaches Association of America Academic
All-Region honor.

VOLLEYBALL
The Cougars reached the UMAC championship game for
the fourth straight season after posting a 7–1 conference
mark. Three Cougars earned special milestones throughout
the season. Libero Katie Reitsma ’18, Sauk Centre, (UMAC
Defensive Player of the Year) became the 13th player in
program history to record 1,000 career digs. The following day
Marissa Ekness ’18, Webster, notched her 1,000th career kill—
the seventh player to accomplish that feat in program history.
Later in the season Layne Herrmann ’20, Brownton, (UMAC
Rookie of the Year) tallied her 1,000th assist in the team’s
UMAC semifinal win over St. Scholastica. Each earned UMAC
First Team All-Conference recognition as well. Ekness also
earned American Volleyball Coaches Association Honorable
Mention All-American status.
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TINMAN

TRIATHLON
2017
SATURDAY, APRIL 29
IN MORRIS
Compete individually or
with a team in Olympic
or sprint events!
Register at
zapevent.com/reg/event/11589

GROW A LEGACY
AT MORRIS
You have deep roots at the
University of Minnesota, Morris.
You can continue to nurture your
area of interest at UMM far into
the future with a planned gift:
• Bequest in a will or trust
• Naming UMM as a beneficiary
		 of retirement assets or
		 life insurance
• Gifts that provide an income
		 to you or others
For more information,
contact Bill Robb
320-589-6387
billrobb@morris.umn.edu

External Relations
Welcome Center
600 East Fourth Street
Morris, Minnesota 56267-2132

Follow us!

CLASS OF ’67 50TH REUNION
THURSDAY & FRIDAY, JUNE 15 & 16

•

ON CAMPUS

THURSDAY
Hors d’oeuvres
50th-reunion memorabilia
VISIT
FRIDAY
CLAS WITH
SM
Brunch
BOTH ATES
DAYS
!
Banquet
Meet-and-greet with Morris’s
new chancellor
Campus tours

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU THERE!
CLASS OF ’67 50-YEAR REUNION PLANNING COMMITTEE
Marcia Nelson Bollman ’67
Sharon Evenson Cin ’67
Joyce Koosmann Ettesvold ’67
Marilyn Erickson Gilbert ’67

Tom Harren ’67
Myrna Itzen Stahman ’67
Robert Stahman ’67

alumni.morris.umn.edu/50reunion

